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What we must keep in mind is that every clearance procedure has the problem of false negatives. It is just as
dangerous to simply assume that a successfully completed background check means that we know the person
is loyal to the United States. All that we know is that we have not found any evidence of disloyalty. The same
should hold for thinking about what it means to pass a polygraph exam. We actually dont know that the person
is not being deceptive. We simply have not found anything indicating that he or she is. The real life public policy
challenge is that we have to make a judgment about how far we go, how many resources we expend, in the
search for perfection when it comes to counterintelligence. Quite obvi-ously, considering the many tens of
thousands of Americans who have access to in-formation or programs the protection of which is absolutely
critical, we are forced to make a probabilistic judgment on how far is enough. The right way to think about this
is defense in depth. One tool alone will not suffice. But many tools, among them the polygraph and other well-
known tools, working together can reduce the risk to the greatest extent practical. Thus, in making my
recommendations, | intend to give greater scrutiny to those concerns the NAS Report identified. In particular, as
a result of the NAS Report, | have already directed a review of our...
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