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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Spirit of Propagandism in the French
Revolution, 1789-1793: An Abstract of a Thesis Presented Ed to the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of
Pennsylvania Propagandism began with the Revolution no more than the doctrines which were to be
propagated. The ideas of popular sovereignty, personal liberty, and equality before the law were familiar to
Frenchmen and had been transmitted to various quarters of Europe before the meeting of the States General in
1789. In England they had been practically in effect for a century, but the forms of monarchy surviving there
had obscured the fact to all save a few critical observers. The speculative minds of the eighteenth century had
been busy with these ideas for nearly fifty years, and among a certain intelligent class they had received a wide
circulation and a considerable acceptance before the period when our study begins. This fact explains
whatever success the French had in disseminating their political faith. It explains the appearance in each of the
neighboring states, at the outbreak of the Revolution, of a group of sympathizers who attempted to convert
their fellow countrymen to the new regime. The intellectual movement had begun which in time was to
revolutionize the political and social structure of all the European nations, a movement which in our day seems
to be witnessing its final manifestation in the great empire of Russia. The real influence of the French, then,
after the outbreak of the Revolution of 1789, lay, not in implanting among their neighbors a new doctrine, but
in forcibly attacking the ancient structures and in so weakening them as to give room for the ideas already
implanted...
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