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mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Ann Radcliffe, On the Supernatural in
Poetry, The New Monthly Magazine (1826): 145-52. [Ed. note: Radcliffe s essay is in the form of a dialogue
between Willoughton, the apostle of Shakespeare, and Mr. Simpson, the representative of Philistine common
sense. ] [W : ] Who ever suffered for the ghost of Banquo, the gloomy and sublime kind of terror, which that of
Hamlet calls forth? though the appearance of Banquo, at the high festival of Macbeth, not only tells us that he
is murdered, but recalls to our minds the fate of the gracious Duncan, laid in silence and death by those who, in
this very scene, are reveling in his spoils. There, though deep pity mingles with our surprise and horror, we
experience a far less degree of interest, and that interest too of an inferior kind. The union of grandeur and
obscurity, which Mr. Burke describes as a sort of tranquillity tinged with terror, and which causes the sublime, is
to be found only in Hamlet; or in scenes where circumstances of the same kind prevail. That may be, said Mr. S,
and | perceive you are not one of those who contend that obscurity does not make any part of the sublime.
They must be men of very cold imaginations, said W, with whom certainty is more terrible than surmise. Terror
and Horror are so far opposite, that the first expands the soul and awakens the faculties to a high degree of life;
the other contracts, freezes and nearly annihilates them. | apprehend, that neither Shakespeare nor Milton by
their fictions, nor Mr. Burke by his reasoning, anywhere looked to...
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