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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The title of this book is well chosen, for one could scarcely conceive of a
name that could be appropriately applied to such a series of ghastly calamities, unless, perhaps, it might be
called an epitome of all the horrors. In reading it one experiences a sensation as nameless as the story-a
sensation in which are commingled the feelings of gloom, scorn, protest, shame, disgust, and compassion. After
emerging from the nightmare in which it has entombed us, and the mind regains its normal tone, one naturally
falls to wondering what could have been the frame of mind that conceived and the throes of soul that could
give birth to such a morbid, dismal tale. Surely some raven must have perched above the chamber door, some
agony must have entered into the life of the author, and made his hearthstone desolate; hence this tale, without
a ray of sunshine, a glimmer of mirth, or a trace of humor; all shadow, sorrow, and sadness. From an artistic
standpoint the book is faultless; its style is sui generis, but so absorbing, so intense, that the interest never flags.
We read on to the end with ever increasing eagerness, though we shudder while we read, fascinated as a bird is
by a serpent. The translator, in his introduction, quotes from a reviewer of d Aurevilly s works the following
words: Never has language been raised to a prouder paroxysm. There is something in it that is brutal and
exquisite, violent and delicate, bitter and refined. It is like the beverages that sorcerers made, in which were
flowers and serpents, tiger s blood and honey. It is this unique style that Mr....
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