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indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: .but the majority of the boys prefer their amusements of war-dancing,
piano-playing, etc. On the whole, the KaGirs are content with the treatment they receive at the mines, and to a
visitor they appear a very happy lot. Views of KaGirs in a compound on a Sunday morning are given in Figs. 4
and 5, and Fig. 6 shows a group practicing at war. KaGir labor is more plentiful to-day than ever before in the
history of the mines of the Transvaal. At the present time there are about 169,000 KaGirs employed at mines
and works; there are also 26,504 indentured Chinese at work. All the mines are fully supplied with natives, and
thousands more could be obtained if they were required. The companies have wisely taken advantage of this
plethora of labor to insist on longer service in their contracts with the natives. Instead of the usual six months
agreement, the KaGirs are now signing for nine months and for a year. The cause of this abundance of labor in
the gold-mines is well understood. The diamond-mining industry is in a very depressed state, so that there is a
restricted output of diamonds. In consequence, thousands of KaGirs have been thrown out of employment. The
railroads are not being extended, and the diGerent governments are keeping down expenditures as much as
possible. The only field leJ for the natives is that of the gold-mines. Whenever there is a general industrial
awakening throughout South Africa, it...
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