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HMH Books for Young Readers, 1998. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 0395900182 From School Library
Journal Grade 1-3?This is a beautifully done, quiet tale that will be meaningful to all children who have lost a
beloved relative to any illness, but especially to AIDS. Leonard, Zoe's favorite uncle, takes her to the Hayden
Planetarium. As they enjoy the show and the twinkling sky, Uncle Leonard explains that the stars are too far
away to touch but close enough to see. When they return home, he covers the ceiling of her room with glow-in-
the-dark stars. Because Leonard is losing his hair and tires easily, Zoe begins to wonder about him dying. When
they take a special nighttime trip to a beach, he reassures her that although he will not be close enough to
touch when he dies, he will always be there for her in her memories. The soK watercolor paintings add to the
warm tone. A special story of the enduring nature of love.?Mary Rinato Berman, New York Public Library
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title. From Booklist Ages 5^-9. Zoe looks forward to her outings with Uncle Leonard, but now that he has AIDS,
some things are diMerent: most of his hair has fallen out, he takes pills, and he tires quickly. Following a trip to
the planetarium, he puts glow-in-the-dark stars on her bedroom ceiling. When Uncle Leonard and his friend
Nathan take her to the beach one evening, Uncle Leonard reassures Zoe that when he dies, he'll be "too far
away to touch, but close enough to see," just like the stars. Written with honesty and restraint (and only one
mention of the word AIDS), the story has a universality that will touch readers...
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