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SOHO PRESS, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 204 x 138 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Fred Brounian and his twin brother, George, were once co-CEOs of a burgeoning New York
City soEware company devoted to the creation of utopian virtual worlds. Now, in the summer of 2006, as two
wars rage and the fiEh anniversary of 9/11 approaches, George has fallen into a coma, control of the company
has been wrenched away by a military contracting conglomerate, and Fred has moved back in with his
parents. Broke and alone, he s led by an attractive woman, Mira, into a neurological study promising to give
him peak experiences and a newfound spiritual outlook on life. As the study progresses, lines between the
subject and the experimenter blur, and reality becomes increasingly porous. Meanwhile, Fred finds himself
caught up in what seems at first a cruel prank: a series of bizarre emails and texts that purport to be from his
comatose brother. Moving between the research hospitals of Manhattan, the streets of a meticulously planned
Florida city, the neighborhoods of Brooklyn and the uncanny, immersive worlds of urban disaster simulation;
threading through military listserv geek-speak, Hindu cosmology, the maxims of outmoded self-help books and
the latest neuroscientific breakthroughs, Luminarium is a brilliant examination of the way we live now, a novel
that s as much about the role technology and spirituality play in shaping our reality as it is about the undying
bond between brothers, and the redemptive possibilities of love. Luminarium is dizzyingly smart and
provocative, exploring as it does the state of the present, of technology, of what is real and what is ephemeral.
But the thing that separates Luminarium from other books that discuss avatars, virtual reality and the like is
that Alex Shakar...
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