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Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, Ninety-Second
Congress, Second Session, June 16, 1972 Senator Ervin. In 1957, over my opposition, the Civil Rights Commission
came into being. Its objectives were to assess the laws and policies of the Federal Government in regard to
denials of equal protection under the law, to report its findings and recommendations to the President within 2
years, and then disappear. It is now 1972, that particular report has never been made, and the Commission is
here again asking for large sums of public money and yet another extension. Congress has extended the life of
the Commission five times since its inception in 1957. Its permanent staH has grown from 87 in 1959 to 176 in
1972. An additional 40 permanent positions have been requested for fiscal year 1973, and no one knows how
many employees it will have by 1978. Amounts appropriated for the work of the Commission have swelled from
an original appropriation of $777,000 in 1959 to almost $4 million in fiscal year 1972. It is interesting to observe
that when the Commission was subject to 1 - or 2 - year extensions, as they were prior to 1964, increases in
appropriations and staH were kept under control. But, as the extensions have become longer, the
appropriations and staH have risen in dramatic proportion. The whole experience illustrates the proposition
that the longer an agency stays in existence, and the further it gets from congressional review, the more deeply
entrenched it becomes and the more extravagant with money. There is nothing more permanent than a...
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