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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.As congressional policy makers continue to debate telecommunications
reform, a major point of contention is the question of whether action is needed to ensure unfettered access to
the Internet. The move to place restrictions on the owners of the networks that compose and provide access to
the Internet, to ensure equal access and non-discriminatory treatment, is referred to as net neutrality. While
there is no single accepted definition of net neutrality, most agree that any such definition should include the
general principles that owners of the networks that compose and provide access to the Internet should not
control how consumers lawfully use that network, and they should not be able to discriminate against content
provider access to that network. A major focus in the debate is concern over whether it is necessary for policy
makers to take steps to ensure access to the Internet for content, services, and applications providers, as well as
consumers, and if so, what these steps should be. Some policy makers contend that more specific regulatory
guidelines may be necessary to protect the marketplace from potential abuses which could threaten the net
neutrality concept. Others contend that existing laws and policies are sufficient to deal with potential anti-
competitive behavior and that additional regulations would have negative effects on the expansion and future
development of the Internet. The January 2014 decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals, D.C. Circuit (Verizon
Communications Inc. v. Federal Communications Commission, D.C. Cir., No.11-1355) upholding the Federal
Communications Commission s (FCC) authority to use Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 to
regulate broadband providers, but striking down the specific anti blocking and nondiscrimination rules of the
FCCs...
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