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Colorado River Watershed (Colo. -Mexico). Excerpt: . . . 11 In 1994, users of water and power from the lower
Colorado River began to become concerned about our ability to continue to rely on the rivers resources in the
face of growing concerns about the en-dangered species, and as a result we have now spent the last 10 plus
years working together with Federal and non-Federal partici-pants to complete the documents now to put the
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program into place. The Secretary approved the program in
April of 2005, and of course in August of that year the White House recognized the pro-gram as an exemplary
environmental initiative. Fifty Federal and non-Federal entities have come together to craft and fund a pro-
gram that protects 26 endangered, threatened and sensitive spe-cies, and provides for the acquisition, creation
and maintenance of over 8, 000 acres of high quality habitat and then provides for the rearing and stocking of
hundreds of thousands of two species of en-dangered fish. Before the Federal government would approve the
program, how-ever, the non-Federal participants were required to agree uncondi-tionally to fund half of the
total program, which is a cost of about 626 million, indexed for inflation over 50 years. The CAP of course is one
of those funding mechanisms. In return for this commitment, non-Federal water and power users were granted
a Federal permit under the ESA Act that allows for the essential functions as water and...
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