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'. . . one day, Sharan arrived. His virile body, his golden hair, the look that glowed in his pale eyes, intense,
brooding-all of this threw her into a turmoil. Subhadra fell madly in love.' A beautiful young man condemned
to death for a crime of passion; his lover, the beautiful courtesan whom he kills but continues to mourn and
yearn for; and a lonely young widow burning with unrequited desire. This love triangle set in twelGh century
Bengal, moving between the royal city of Gaur and the forests and rivers of rural Bengal, centres on the fate of
the romtha, the branded criminal who awaits his own death. Ironically named Sharan-refuge-there is no refuge
for the protagonist of this tale of passion, vengeance and the overwhelming hunger for life. MAHASWETA DEVI
is one of India's foremost writers. Her powerful, satiric fiction has won her recognition in the form of the
Sahitya Akademi (1979), Jnanpith (1996) and Ramon Magsaysay (1996) awards, amongst several other literary
honours. She was also awarded the Padmasree in 1986, for her activist work amongst dispossessed tribal
communities. PINAKI BHATTACHARYA is a consultant, teacher, writer and actor who lives and works in Calcutta.
In the Name of the Mother : four stories Intro. and Tr. by Radha Chakravarty ISBN 81 7046 211 8
Fiction/Women's Studies Price : Rs 275 £ 9.95 $ 14.95 His mother's gone, there's no one to cook hot rice when it's
evening . . . No one to say, 'Son, sit near my lap and eat.' 'Ma, from Dusk to Dawn' is the story of a woman from
a nomadic tribe, catapulted by her circumstances into the role of a spiritual mother whose so-called mystical
powers...
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