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e publicly funded programs assess the need for home and
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Accountability Office (GAO) community-based long-term care services for the poor disabled
. elderly, focusing on the: (1) comprehensiveness of the
assessment instruments; (2) uniformity of their administration;
and (3) uniformity of training for staff who conduct the
DOWNLOAD PDF assessments. GAO found that: (1) all 49 states reviewed use an
assessment instrument to determine the long-term care needs of
the poor disabled elderly and some also use them for other
eligibility determinations; (2) 48 of the programs provide
information to their clients about services not covered and most
give referrals and assistance to obtain those services; (3) all of
the assessment instruments covered physical and mental health
and functional abilities of the disabled elderly, but inclusion of
their social resources, economic resources, and physical
environment ranged from 69 percent to 84 percent; (4)
dependence on assistance with daily living activities was the only
specific topic included in all instruments; (5) most assessments

use face-to-face interviews, but only a minority of them specify
the wording of questions; (6) most programs have...
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