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to-date room demand is up 3. 9 percent through July 2002 and many other economic signs are positive for our
community that is significantly dependent on tourism. Our belief is that our Midwestern, small town location, as
well as the pre-dominance of visitors who drive to our destination, as opposed to flying, have been positive
attributes under these particular circumstances. In addition, our history of overt patriotism, genuine hospitality,
and family values seem to be in perfect align-ment with the current mood of our nation and disposition of the
traveling public. TESTIMONY The tragedies of September 11, 2001 created an immediate impact in our vital
tourism community of Branson, Missouri, in the same way it did other tourism des-tinations and other small
towns throughout the United States. While we are no longer reeling from the impact, we feel a lingering
uncertainty about our economic future. As you might suspect in a community of less than 5, 000 residents, that
hosts 7 million visitors annually, the people of Branson are significantly dependent on tourism for our
economic well-being. Branson History To understand the impact of this incident on Branson, you should know
a little about how Branson became a tourism phenomenon. Located in the Ozark Mountains in an area too
rugged for farming and too remote for other industrial development, Branson began to develop a tourism
industry in the early 1900s. Lakes, mountain scenery and the simple lifestyle of the Ozarks as...
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